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residing in Paris, to prepare a counterblast, for
which he declared himself to be "rich in materials."
The author of the Columbiad, however, declined this
hazardous commission, possibly because he was un-
willing to stand sponsor for the malicious recitals
that afterwards saw light in the pages of the Anas.
But apart from this external opposition to the
biography, Marshall found a source of even keener
disappointment in the literary defects due to the
haste with which he had done his work. The first
three volumes had appeared in 1804, the fourth in
1805, and the fifth, which is much the best, in 1807.
Republican critics dwelt with no light hand upon
the deficiencies of these volumes, and Marshall him-
self sadly owned that the "inelegancies" in the
first were astonishingly numerous. But the short-
comings of the work as a satisfactory biography
are more notable than its lapses in diction. By a
design apparently meant to rival the improvisa-
tions of Tristram Shandy, the birth of the hero is
postponed for an entire volume, in which the author
traces the settlement of the country. At the open-
ing of the second volume "the birth of young Mr.
Washington" is gravely announced, to be followed
by an account of the Father of his Country so de-
void of intimate touches that it might easily have